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Hill the Lord abjent himfelf for ever ? And will he 
be no more intreated ? 

I his mercy clean gone for ever ? And is his ron ife 
come utterly to an end for evermore ? 


RESUMPTION is one -—_ ſnare of the 
devil, in which many of the children of men 
are taken, They ſo preſumes upon the mercy cf 
God, as utterly to forget his juſtice, Although 
he has expreſsly declared, Iithout holineſs no man 
Hall fee the Lord, yet they latter themſelves, that 
in the end, God will be better than his word, 
They imagine they may live and die in their fins, 


and nevertheleſs eſcape the damnation of hell, 


2, But although there are many that are de- 
ſtroyed by preſumption, there are ſtill more that 
periſh by deſpair. I mean by want of hope; by 
thinking it impoſſihle that they ſhould eſcape de- 
ſtruction. Having many times fought again!t their 
ipiritual enemies, and always been ove rcome, they 
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lay down their arms; they no more contend, as 
they have no hope of victory. Knowing by me- 
lancholy experience, that they have no power of 
themſelves to help themſelves, and having no ex- 
pectation that God will help them, they he down 
under their burden. They no longer ſtrive; for 
they ſuppoſe it is impolſible they ſhould attain, 

3. In this caſe, as in a thouſand others, the heart 
know*th is own bitterneſs, but a firanger intermeddlet h 
not with his grief. It is not ealy for thoſe to know it 
who never felt it, For wiv knoweth the things of a 
man; but the ſpirit of a man that is in him Who 
knoweth, uniels by his own experience, what this 
fort of wounded ſzirit means: Of conſequence there 


are iew that know how to ſympathize with them 


that are under this fore temptation, There are few 
that have duly coniidered the caſe; few that are 
not deceived by appearances, They ſee men goon 
in a courfe of fin, and take it for granted, it is out 
of mere preſumption : whereas in reality it is from 
the quite contrary principle; it is out of mere de- 
ſpair. Either they have no hope at all, and while 
that is the caſe they do not ſtrive at all: or they 
have ſome intervals of hope, and while that laſts, 


ſtrive for the maſtery. But that hope ſoon fails: 


they then ceaſe to ſtrive, and are taken captive of 

Satan at his will, | 
4. This is frequently the caſe with thoſe that 
began to run well, but ſoon tired in the heavenly 
road: with thoſe in particular, who once ſaw the 
glory of God in the face of Feſus Chriſt; but after- 
wards 
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wards grieved his Holy Spirit, and made hipwreck 
of the faith, Indeed many of thele ruſh into fin, 
as an horſe into the battie, They fir with ſo high 
an hand, as utterly to quench the Holy Spirit of 
God: ſo that he gives them un to their own heart's 
luſts, and lets them follow their own imaginations,. 
And thoſe who are thus given up may be quite 
ſtupid, without cither ſear, or ſorrow, or Cate; 
utterly ealy and unconcerned, about God, or hea- 
ven, or heil; to which the god of this world con- 
tribu:es not a little, by blinding and hardening 
their hearts. But till even theſe would not be 
ſo carelels, were it not for deſpair. The great 
rcalon why they have no ſorrow or care, is be- 
cauſe they have no hope, They verily believe, 
they have ſo provoked Cod, that he will be no more 
intreated, _ | 

5. And yet we need not uiterly give up even 
theſe, We have known ſome, even of the careleſs 
ones, whom God has viſited again, and re ſtored to 
their firſt love. But we may have much more hope 
for thoſe Backſliders, who are not careleſs, who are 
ſtill uneaſy : thoſe who fain would eſcape out of the 
ſnare of the devil; but think it impoſſible, They 
are fully convinced they cannot ſave themſelves, 
and believe God wi! not ſave them, They believe 
he has irrevocably uf up hi: loving-kindneſs in dif- 
Pleaſure. They fortify themſelves in believing this, 
by abundance of reaſons, And unleſs thoſe reaſons 


are clearly removed, they cannot hope for any de- 
Uverance,. 
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It is ia order to relieve theſe hopeleſs, helpleſs 
foals, that I purpoſe, wita (-vd's alſiſtance, 

Firſt, To enquire what the chief of thoſe reaſons 
are, lome or other of which induce ſo many Back- 
ſliders to calt away hope, :o ſuppoſe that God hath 
forgotten to be gracious, And Secondly, To give a 
clear and full anſwer to each of thole reaſon», 


I. I am, firſt, to enquire, What the chief ef thoſe 
reaſons are, which induce ſo many Backſliders to 
think that God hath forgotten to be gracious. I do 
not lay al the realons; for innumerable are thoſe 
v hich either their own evil hearts, or that old 
ſerpent will ſuggeſt : but the chief of them; thoſe 
that are moſt plauſible, and therefore moſt com- 
mon, | | 

1. The fiiſt argument which induces many Back- 
fliders to believe that the /.crd vi be no more in- 
treated, is drawn from the very reaſon of the 
thing: © If, ſay they, a man rebel againſt an 
earthly prince, many times he dies for the firſt 
offence, he pays his life for the firſt tranſgreſſon, 
vet pollibly if the crime be extenuated by ſome 
favourable circumſtance, or if ſtrong interceſſion 
be made for him, his life may be given him. But 
if after a full and free paidon, he were guilty of 
rebelling a ſecond time, wv ho would dare to inter- 
cede for him? He mult expect no farther mercy, 

Now if one rede:ling againſt an earthly king, after 
he has been fieely pardoned once, cannot with 
any colour of reaſon hope to be forgiven a ſecond 
time: what muſt be the calc of him, that after 


having 


1 
having been freely pardoned for rebelling againſt 
the great King of heaven and earth, febels againſt 
him again? What can be expected, but that ven - 
geance will come upon him to the uttermeſt?“ 


II. 1. This argument drawn from reaſon they in- 
force by ſeveral paſſages of Scripture, One of the 


3 ſtrongeſt of theſe, is that which occurs in the firſt 


epiſtle of St. John, v. 16, „If any man lee his bro- 
ther fin a fin which is not unto death, he ſhall aſk, 


and God ſhall give him life for them that ſin not 


unto death. There is a {in unto death, I do not 
ſay that he ſhall pray for it.“ 

Hence they argue, Certainly I do not fay that he 
faall prey for it, is equivalent with, I fay he ſhall 
not pray for it, So the Apoſtle ſuppoſes, him that 
has committed this fin, to be in a deſparate 
{tate ind-ed ! So deſparate, that we may not even 
pray for tis forgiveneſs; we may not aſk life for 
him : and what may we more reaſonably ſuppoſe 
to be a {in unto death, than a wilful rebellion after 
a full and free pardon p 

2. Conider ſecondly, ſay they, thoſe terrible 
paſſages in the epiſtle to the IZbrews, one of which 
occurs in the hixth chapter, the other in the tenth, 
To begin with the latter: If we fin wilfully, 
aſter we have received the knowledge of the truth, 
there remainetth no other ſacrtihkce for fin; but a 
certain looking for of judgment and fiery indig- 
ration which {bail devour the adverſaries, He 
that deſpiled Moles law died without mercy; of 
| how 


os By 
how much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he 
be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot 
the Son of God, counted the blood of the cove- 
nant, wherewith he was ſanftified, an unholy 
thing, and done deſpite to the Spirit of Grace? 
For we know him that hath ſaid, Vengeance is 
mine: I will recompence ſaith the Lord. It is a 


fearſul thing to fail into the hands of the living 


God!” v. 26—31. Now is it not here expreſsly 
declared by the Holy Ghoſt, that our caſe is deſ- 


parate? Is it not declared, that if after we have re- 


ceived the kncwled ge of the truth, after we have ex- 


perimentally known it, we fin wilfully, which we 
bave undoubtedly done, and that over and over, 


there remaineth no other ſacrijice for fin, but a certain 


loch ing for of judgment and a fiery indignation, oH, n 


Fall devour the aduerſaries ? 

2, And is not that paiT:ge in the ſixth chapter 
ex ly parallel witn this? It is impoſſible for 
thoſe that were once enlightened, and have taſted 
of the heavenly giit, and were made partakers 
of the Joly Ghoſt If they fall away, {literaliy, 
and have fallen away) to renew them again unto 
repeniance: ſecing they cruciſy to themſelves the 
Son of God afreſh, and put him to an open 
ſhame.” v. 4 —D0, 


. It is true, ſome are of opinion, that thoſe 
— it is imprjible, are not to be taken literally as 


denoting an ablolute impoſſibility, but only a very 
great diſiculty, But it does not appear that we 
bave any ſullicient reaſon, to depart from the 
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1.91 | 
literal meaning, as it neither implies any abſur- 
dity, nor contradicts any other ſcriptures. Does 
not this then, ſay they, cut off all hope, ſeeing 
we have undoubtedly tafled of the heavenly gift, 
end been made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt! How 
is it poſſible to renew us again to rehentance, to an 
entire change both of heart and life? Seeing we 
a ꝛbe crucifizd to ourſelves the Son of God afreſh 
and put him to an open faame! 

5, A yet more dreadful paſſage, if poſſible, than 
this, is that in the twelfth chapter of St. Mattnews. 
„ All manner of fin and blaſphemy ſhall be for- 
given unto men: but the blaſphemy againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt ſhall not be forgiven unto men. 
And wholoever ſpeaketh a word againſt the Son 
of Man, it ſhall be forgiven him. But whoſoever 
ſpeaketh againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be 
forgiven him, neither in this world, nor in the 
world to come, v. 31, 32.“ Exactly parallel to 
theſe are thoſe words of our Lord, which are re- 
cited by St, Mark, © Verily I ſay unto you, all ſins 
ſhall be forgiven unto the ſons of men, and blaſ- 


phemies wherewith ſoever they blaſpheme, But 


he that ſhall blaſpheme againſt the Holy Ghoſt 
ſhall never be forgiven, but is in danger of eter- 
nal damnation.” ch. iii. 28, 29. 

6. It has been the judgment of ſome, that all 
theſe paſſages point out one and the ſame fin; 
that not only the words of our Lord, but thoſe 
of St, John, concerning the fin unto death, and 
thoſe of St, Paul, concerning crucifying te them- 

feluet 


1 


ſelves the Son of God afreſh, treading under foot 


the Son of God, and aving deſjite to the ſpirit of 
grace, all refer to the blaſphemy againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, the only fin that Rall never be forgiven, 


| Whether they do or no, i: muſt be allowed that [ 


this blaſphemy is abſolutely unpardonable: and 
that conſequently, for thoſe who have been guiity 
of this, God will be no more in reated, 


7. To confirm thoſe arguments drawn from rea- 


ſoa and ſcripture, they appeal to matter of fact. 
They aſk, „Is it not a fact, that thoſe who fall 
away from juſtifying grace, who make ſhipwreck 
of the faith, that faith whereof cometh preſent 
{alvation, periſh without mercy? How much 
leſs can any of thoſe eſcape, who fall away from 
ſanctifying grace? Who made ſhipwreck of that 
faith, whereby they were cleanſed from all pollu- 
tion of fleſh and ſpirit? las there ever been an 
inſtance of one or the other of theſe being renewed 
again lo repentance? If there be any inſtances of 
that, one would be inclined to believe that thought 


of our poet not to be extravagant, 


« Een Judas ſtruggles his deſpair to quell, 
Hope almoſt bloſſoms in the ſhades of hell.” 


III. Theſe are the principal arguments, drawn 
from reaſon, from ſcripture, and from fact, whereby 
Backſliders are wont to juſtify themſelves, in caſt- 
ing away hope: in ſuppoſing that God hath utterly 
Rut up his loving-khindneſs in diſpleaſure, I have 

propoſed 


— — 


propo & 


form t 
try wh 
fall, (a! 

1. 1 
irom t 
a zaĩnſt 
given 
pardor 
obtain 
dle u 
azainf] 


pardot 


a ſeco 


and e: 
8 
analo 
plauſi 
realoi 
analo 
of th 
God, 
Unto 
what 
unto 
the | 
Such 
ef cc 
of h 
is th 
1s th 


(a ) 


propoſed them in their full ſtrength, that we may 


form the better judgment concerning them, and 


try whether each of them may not receive a clear, 


fall, ſatisfaQtory anſwer, „ 

1. I begin with that argument which is taken 
:rom the nature of the thing, If a man rebel 
a zainſt an earthly prince, he may poſſibly be for- 
given the firſt, time. But if after a full and free 
pardon, he ſhould rebel again, there is no hope of 
obtaining a ſecond pardon, he muſt expect to 


die without mercy, Now if he that rebels 


azainſt an earthly king, can look for no ſecend 
pardon ; how can he look for mercy, who rebels 


a ſecond time againſt the great King of heaven 


and earth?“ 

2, I anſwer; This argument drawn from the 
analogy between earthly and heavenly things, is 
plauſible, but it is not ſolid: and that for this plain 
reaſon, analogy has no place here ; there can be no 
analogy or proportion between the mercy of any 
of the children of men, and that of the Moſt High 
God, Unto whom wil ye liken me, faith the Lord ? 
Unto whom either in heaven or earth? Who, 
what is he among the gods, that ſhall be compared 
unto the Lord? I have faid, Ye are Gods, laith 
the Pſalmiſt, ſpeaking to the ſupreme Magiſtrates, 
Such is your dignity and power, compared to that 
ef common men, But what are they to the God 
of heaven? As a bubble upon the wave, What 
is their power in compariſon of his power? What 
is their mercy compared with his mercy? Hence 


that 
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that comfortable word, I am God and not man, 
therefore the houſe of Iſrael is not conſumed. Be- 
cauſe he is God and not man, therefore his com- 
paſſions fail not. None then can infer, that becauſe 
an earthly king will not pardon one that rebels 


againſt him a ſecond time, therefore the King 


of heaven will not: yea he will: not until ſeven 
times only, or until ſeventy times ſeven, Nay, 
were your rebellions multiplied as the ſtars in hea- 
ven, were they more in number than the hairs of 


your head: yet return unto the Lord, and he will 


have mercy upon you, and to our God and he uill 


_ ebundantiy pardon. 


3, But does not St, John cut us off from this 
Hope, by what he ſays of the fin unto death ? Is 
not, I do not ſay, that he Mall pray for it, equiva- 


lent with, I fay he fhall not pray for ut? And 
does not this imply that God has determined, not 


to hear that prayer? That he will not give life 
to ſuch a ſinner, no, not — the prayer of a 
righteous man pe 

4. I anſwer, I do not ſay that he ſhall pray for 
it, certainly means, He ſhall not pray for it. And 


it doubtleſs implies, that God will not give life 
unto them that have ſinned this ſin: that their 


ſentence is paſſed, and God has determined, it 
ſhall not be revoked. It cannot be altered even 
by that efefual fervent prayer, which in other 
cales availeth muck, 
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IV. But I aſk, firſt, what is the fin unto death ? 
And ſecondly, What is the death which is an- 
nexed to it. 

And firſt, What is the fin unto death? It is now 
many years ſince being among a people the moſt 
experienced in the things of God, of any I had 


ever ſeen, I aſked ſome of them, What do you 


underſtand by the fin unto death, mentioned in the 
{irſt epiſtle of 7ohn? They anſwered, “ If any 
one ts fick among us, he ſends for the Elders of the 
Clurch: and they pray over him, and the prayer 
of faith ſaves the fick, and the Lord raiſes him up. 
Aud if he hata committed fins, which God was 
puniſhing by that ſickneſs, they are forgiven him. 
But ſometimes none of us can pray, that God 
would raiſe him up. And we ate conſtrained to 
tell him, «„ We are afraid, that you have ſinned 
2 fin unto death; a fin that God has determined 
to puniſh with death, we cannot pray for your re- 
covery,” And we have never yet known an ins 


| ſtance of ſuch a perſon recovering, 


2, I ſee no abſurdity at all in this interpretation 
of the word, It ſeems to be one meaning (at leaſt) 
of the expreſſion, à ſin unto death; a fin which 
God has determined to puniſh by the death of the 
inner, If theref're you have ſinned a fin of this 
kind, and your fin has overtaken you; if God ig 
chaſtiſing you by ſume ſevere diſeaſe, it will not 
avail to pray for your life; you are irrevocably 
ten'enced to die, But, oblerve! This has no re- 
ference to eternal death, It does by no means 

B imply 


i | {lruQtion, 


1 


i imply that you are condemned to die the ſecond 


. death, No: it rather implies the contray ; the 


body is deſtroyed that the ſoul may eſcape de- 
I have myſelf, during the courſe of 
many years, ſeen numerous inſtances of this. 1 


7 have known many ſinners, (chiefly notorious 
0 [ backſliders from high degrees of holineſs; and 


ſuch as had given great occaſion to the enemies 


10 of religion to blaſpheme) whom God has cut 


Mort in the midſt of their journcy, yea, before 
they had lived out half their days. Theſe, I ap- 
prehend, had finned a fin unto death; in conſe- 
quence of which they were cut off, ſometimes 
more ſwiftly, ſometimes moie ſlowly, by an unex- 
pected ſtroke, But in mot of thele caſes it has 
been obſerved, that mercy rejorced over judgment, 
And the perſons themſelves were fully convinced 
of the goodneſs as well as of the juſtice of God, 
They acknowledged, that he deſtroyed the body, 
in order to ſave the ſoul. Before they went hence, 
he healed their backſliling, So they died, that 

they might live for ever, | 
g. A very remarkable inſtance of this, occurred 
many years ago. A young collier in Aingswood, 
near Briſto!, was an eminent linner, and afterwards 
an eminent ſaint, But by littie and little he re- 
newed his acquaintance with his old companions, 
who by degrees wrought upon him, till he dropped 
al! h's re igion, and was two-fold more a child of 
hell than before. One day he was working in the 
pit with a kerivus young man, who ſuddenly 
ſtopped, 
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ſtopped, and cried out, „ O Tommy, what a man 
was you once! Flow did your words and exam- 
ple provoke many to love and to good works! 
And what are you now? What would become 
of you, ik you were to dic as you are?” „ Nay, 
God fuil.id, ſaid Thomas: for then 1 ſhould fall 
into hell headleng! 0 let us cry to God!” 
They did fo for a conſiderable time, fiſt the one 
aud then the other. They called upon God 
with Rong cries and tears, wreſtling with him in 
n.'phty prayer. Aſter ſome time Thomas broke 
Out, „ Sow I know, God hath healed my back- 
eg. I kaow again that my Redeemer liveth, 
and tit he hath waſhed me from my fins with 
I. own blood. I am willing to go to him.“ In- 
ſtuotly part of the pit calved in, and cruſhed 
him to death in a moment. Whoſoever thou art 
that haſt finned a fin unto death, lay this to heart! 
It may be, God will require thy ſoul of thee, in an 
tour when thou loukclt not for it! But if he 
cuth, there is mercy in the midit of judgment: 
t. ou Ualt not die eternally, 

3. But what ſay you to that other ſcripture, 
namely the tenth of the Hebrews ? Does that leave 
ay hope to notorious backſliders, that they ſhall 
rut die eternally ? That they can ever recover the 
favour of God, or eſcape the Gamnation of hell?“ 
If we ſin wilfully, aſter we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no other 
{.crifice for ſins; but a certain ſearful looking for 
of judgment and fiery indignation, which ſhall de- 


5 2 vour 
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vour the adverſaries, He that deſpiſed Moſes 
law, died without mercy, Of how much ſorer 
puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought wor- 
thy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, 
and counted the blood of the covenant, u heie- 
with he was ſanctified an unholy thing, and done 
deſpite unto the ſpirit of grace?“ 

5. And is not the ſame thing, namely, the def- 
perate, irrecoverable ſlate of wilful back ſliders, 
fully confirmed by that parallel paiTage, in the ſixth 
chapter? & It is impolhible for thois who were 
once inliglitened, and have tafied of the heavenly 


gift, and were made partakers of the Huy Gigli — 


and have fallen away // it is in the 014010!) , res 
new them again unto repentance: ſceing they 
crucify to thein[{2tv cs the Son of God afiefh, and 
put him to an open ſhane,” 

6. Theſe pall-g:s ſeem io me parallel to each 
other, and deſerve our Sccpelt contderution, 2nd 
in order to underſtand them, it will be neceifory 
to know, 1. Who arc the perſons here ſpehen of, 
and 2. Whet is the fin they had committed, which 
made thcir caſe neatly, if not quite celperate. 

As to the firſt, it will be clear to all whe impar— 
tially conſider and compare both theſe peſſaggs, that 
the perlons ſpuken of herein, arc tiiv'e ani theſe 
only that have been 1uſithed. It was when they 
were juſtified, that the eyes of their underſtanding 
were opened and enlightined, tc fee the tight of the 
gioty of Sad, in the lace of Jeſus Chriſt. Thefe 
only have tajted of the heavenly gift, remiſſion of 
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ß“, eminently ſo called. Theſe were made parta- 
k:15 of the Holy Choſt, both of the witneſs and the 
fruit of the Spirit, This character cannot with 
an proprieiy be applied to any but thoſe that have 
been juilified, 

And they have been ſanfifted too: at leaſt in 
the firſt degree, as far as all are who receive re- 
miſſion of fins, So the ſecond pallage expreſsly, 
L hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewuh 
he was lanttified, an unholy thing. 

7. Hence it follows, that this ſcripture concerns 
thole alone, who have been juſtified, and, at leaſt in 
part, ſanlliſied, Therefore all of you, who never 
were thus en{izhtened with the light of the glory of 
God: all who never did teſle of the heavenly giſt, 


who never received remiſlion of ſins; all who: 


never were made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, of the 
witneſs and fruit of the Spirit: in a word, all you 
who never were /antified by the blood of the 
everlaliing covenant: you are not concerned here, 
Whatever other paſſages of ſcripture may condemn 
you, it is certain you are not condemned either by 
the ſixth or the tenth of the Hebrews. For both 
thoſe paſſages ſpeak wholly and ſolely of apoſtates 
from the faith which you never had, Therc fore 
it was not poſſible that you ſhould ever loſe it, 
for you could not lole what you had not. 
Therefore whatever jucgments are denounced in 
theie ſcriptures, they are not denounced againſt 
you, You are not the perions here deicribed, againſt 
whom only they are cenounced, 

B 3 8, Enguire 
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8, Enquire we next, What was the fin which the 
perſons here deſcribed were guilty uf? In order to 
uncerſtand this, we ſhould remember, that when— 
ever the Jews prevailed on a Chriſtian to apoſtatizs, 
ibey required him to declare in expreſs terms, and 
that in the public aſſembly, That Jeſus of Nazareth 
was an impoſtor, that he was a decciver of the 


people; and that he had ſuffered no more puniſh- 


ment, than his crimes juſtly deſerved, This is the 
fin, which St, Pau! in the firſt paſſage terms em- 
phatically fa!ir7 away ; crucifying the Son of God 
afreſh, and putting him to an open ſane, This is 
that which he terms in the ſecond, counting the 
blood of the covenant an unholy thing, treating under 


foot the Son of God, and doing defpight to the Sp:rit 


of grace, Now which of you has thus fa'l:n awry 2 
Which of you has thus crucifed the Son of Cod 
afreſi? Not one; nor has one of you thus put 
him to an open Mame. If you had thus formally 
renounced that only ſacri'ce for fin, there had 1 
ether ſacrifice remained; ſo that you mult have pe- 


riſned without mercy. But this is nct your caſe, 


Not one of you has thus renounced that ſ.crifice, 
by which the Son of God made a full and perfect 
latisfection ſor the fins of the whole world, Bad 
as you are, vou ſhvdcer at the thought: therefore 
that ſacrifice ſtill 1emains for you, Come then, 
caſt away your needleſs fears! Come bol to the 


throne cf grace | The way is ſtili open. You {hall | 


again find mercy and grace to help in time of need, 


V. 1, © Put 
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W. 1. But do notthe well-known words of our 


Lord himſelf, cut us of from all hope of mercy 7 
Does he not ſay, All manner of fin and blaſphemy 
mall be forgiven unto men; but the blaſpnemy 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not be forgiven unto 
men—And whoſoever {ocaketh a word again it the 
Son of Mao, it mall 


ba 
— 


forgiven him: but whoſo— 
ever ſpeaketh a word egain{t the Holy Gaul, it 
ſhall never be forgiven him, neither in this world, 
nor in the world to come.“ There fore it is plain, 
if we have been gaiity of this bn, there is ny room 


for mercy, Anaodisnottihe ſane thing repeated by 


CY 7 


St. Mal almoſt in the fame words ? 


93 


e Neiuly I fay 
unto you,“ (a ſolemn preface! al wers denoiag h 
great importance of that which fohows:) + All 
ins ſhall be forgiven unto the ſons of men, and 
blaſohemies wherewith ſozver they ſha!l blal- 
pheme: but he that ſhall blaſpheme againſt the 
[15:y Ghoſt hath never forgivenels, but is under 
the ſentence of eternal damnztion ” 

2. How immenle is the number in cvery nation, 


* | 


throughout the Chriſtian world, of thous who have 
been more or leſs diſtreſſed, on eccount of tis 
ictipture? What multitudes in this Kingdom have 
been perplexed above meaſure nn this very ace 
count? Way, there are few that are truly convinced 
ol fin and ſeriouſly endeavour to fave their fouls, 
wo have not feit ſome uneaſtacls, for ſear they 
hid committed or ſhould comnittiiis unpardonable 
fin, What has frequently increaſed their uncafineſs 
Was, that they eyuld hardly find any to comfort 


them, 


For their ae 1ainiances, even the moſt re- 


| 1: 21045 
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l:gions of them underſtood no more of the matter 
than themſelves, And they. could not find any 
writer, who had publiſhed any thing ſatisfactory 
upon the ſubjæct. Indecd in the ſeven ſermons of 
Mr. Ruſſel, which are common among us, there is 
one expreſsly written upon it. But it will give 
little ſatisfaction to a troubled ſpirit, He talks 
„ about it, and about it,“ but makes nothing out: 
he takes much pains, but miſſes the mark at laſt. 

3. But was there ever in the world a more deplo- 
Table proof of the littleneſs of human underſtand- 


ing, even in thoſe that have honeſt hearts, and are 


deſirous of knowing the truth! How 15 it poſlible, 


that any one who reads his Bible, can one hour re- 
main in doubt concerning it, when our Lord him- 
ſelf, in the very paſſage cited above, has ſo clearly 
told us, what that blaſphemy is? He that vluſphemeth 
againſt the Holy Choſt, hath never forgivenejs ; becauſe 
they ſaid, he hath an unclean ſpirit, ver. 29, 30. This 
then, and this alone, (if we allow our Lord to un- 
deritand his own meaning) is the blaſphemy againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt ; the ſaying, he had an uncican ſpirit 
the affirming that Chriſt wrought his miracles by 
the power of an evil ſpirit; or mare particularly, 
that ke caſt out devils, by Beelzebub, the prince of devils, 
Now have you been guilty of this? Have ycu af- 
fu med, that he caſt out devils by the prince of 
devils? No more than you have cut your neigh» 
bour's throat, and ſet his houſe on fire, How mar- 
vellouſly then have you been afraid, where no fear 
is? D.imiis that vain terior; let your fear be more 
rational for che ume to come, Be afraid of giving 

way 


Way t 
c fra id 


worle 


never 
again 
ange 
Of the 
Je 
3:12g1 
The 2 
Nu u 
mare 
CXper 
Jo 


Werds 


43 {7 2 4 


th: hal 
Part o 
c 0 
tion, f 
are, w 
refuftr 


4 {ogy 
any 
ory 
; of 
* 
zive 
alks 
but: 
plo- 
ande 


are 


ible, 


rere - 

him- 

early 
e met 
cauſe 
This 

un- 
zainlk 
pirit; 
es by 
larly, 
devils. 
cu ak- 
ce of 
neighs 
V Maſe 
10 fear 
More 
giving 
way 


( 21 ) 


YM way to pride, be afraid of yielding to anger, be 

„ treid of loving the world, or the things of the 

world, be afraid of foolith and hurtful deſires, But 

never more be afraid of committing the blafonemy 

Y 2zainic the Holy Ghoit! you are in no more 

anger of doing this, than of pulling the fun out 
MF of the fitmament. 


_—_ 
nad, aentia 


3. Ye have then no reaſon from ſcripture, for 
imagining that tte Lord hath forgotten k d: 
The arguments drawn from thence you ſee, 


graue. 


* 
— 
— 


no weight, arc utterly inconcluſive, Is there any 
more weight in that which has been drawn from 
experience or matter of fact? 

5. This is a point which may exactly be deter- 
mined; and that wich the utmoſt ceitainty. IH it be 
een, + Doany real apoſtates ind mercy from GA? 
Do any that have made ſhipwreck of faith ard 2 good 
conſetence, recover what they have loft? Do you 
know, have you ſeen any inſtance of perſons, who 
found redemption in the 


ic blood of Jelus, and aſter- 
Werds fell away, and yet were reilored? Nenewed 
4341 to repentance? Yea verily : and not one; or 
an hundred only; but I am p rſuaded, ſeveral 
thouſands, In every place Wwhete the arm of the 
Lora has been revealed, and mas.” niels conver 4 
to God, there arc ſeveral found, wi: burn back from 
th: holy commandment delivered to him. Cor a great 
part of thete, it had been better nc e fo ave known the 
Way of rig teu ue. It only Increa.cs their damna- 
tion, leeing they die in their fins, Lat others there 
are, who look unto him they have pierced, and mourn, 
refuſing to be comforted, Aud looner or later, he 


lurcly 


1 


zurely lifts up the light of his countenance upon 
them, Ile ſkrengthers the hands thai hung down, 
and confirms the ſeehle knees, He teacnes them 
again to lay, Ay foul doth magnify the Lord, and my 
hirit rejoiceth in God my Savicur, lnnumerable are 
tne inſtances of this kind, of thule who had fallen, 
but now ſtand upriglit, Indeed it is fo far from 
being an uncommon thing, for a believer to fall 
and be reſtored, that it is rather uncommon to fad 
any believers who are nut conicious, of having been 
dackllicers fiom God, in a hisher or lower degree, 
and perhaps more than once before they were 
eltabliſhed in faith, 

6. But have any that had fallen from ſanctiſy- 
ing grace, been reitore:i to the bleſhing they had 
loſt ? This alſo is 2 pant of EXPEILENCE 3 and we 
have had the opportunity of repeating our obſerva- 


tions, during a conſiderable courls of years, and 


from the one end of the kingdom to the other. 

7. And fiiſt, we have known a large number of 
perſons, of every age and ſex, from early childhood 
to extreme old age, who have given all the proofs 
which the nature of the thing admits, that they were 
ſanctſied throughout, cleanſed from all pollution both of 
fleſh. and ſpirit : that they loved the Lord their Gd 
with all their heart, and mind, and joul, and flrength : 
that they continually preſented their ſouls and bodies 
a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable to God : in conſe- 
quence of which they rejoued evermore. prayed wit he 
out ceaſing, and in every thing gave thanks, And this, 
and no other is what we believe to be true, ſcrip- 
tural lancttification, 


8, Secondly, 
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8. Secondly. It is a common thing for thoſe who 
are thus ſanctified, to believe they cannot fall: to 
ſuppole themſelves pillars in the temple of God, that 


all go out no more. Nevertheſeſs we have ſeen ſome 


of the ſtrongeſt of them, after a time, moved from 
their ſtedfaſtneſs. Sometimes ſuddenly, but ofiner 
by flow degrees, they have yielded to temptation 3 


and pride, or anger, or fooliſh deſires have again 


ſprung up in their hearts. Nav, ſometimes they 
have u'ter]v loft the life of God, and fin hath re- 
gained duminion over them, 

9. Yet, thirdly, ſeveral of theſe, aſter being tho- 
roughly ſenſible of their fall, and deeply aſhamed be- 
fore God, have been again filled with his love, and 
not only perfected therein, but ſtabiſſed, ſtrengilened, 


and /eitled, They have received the bleſſing they had 


before, with abundant increaic. Nay, it is remarks 
able, that many who had fallen either from juſtify- 
ing, or from ſanctifying grace, and fo deeply 
fallen, that they could hardly be ranked among the 
ſervants of God, have been reſtored, (bat ſeldom 
till they had been ſhaken as it were, over the mouth 
of hell) and that very frequentlv in an inſtant, to 
all that they had loſt. They have at once reco- 
vered both a conſciouſneſs of his favour and the 
experience of the pure love of God. In one mo- 
ment they received anew, both remiſſion of fins, 
and a lot among them that were ſanctified. 

10. But let not any man infer from this long-ſuf- 
fering of God, that he hath given any one a licence 
to fin. Neither let any man dare to contiave in fin, 
becauſe of theſe extraordinary inſtances of divine 


mercy. 
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"mercy. This is the moſt deſperate, the moſt irra. 
tional preſumption, and leads to utter, irrecoveradle 
deſtruction. In all' my experience, I have not 
known one, who fortified himſelf in fin, by a pre- 
ſumption that God would ſave him at the laſt, that 
was not miſerably diiappointed, and ſuffered to die, 
in his fins. To turn the grace of God into an en- 
couragement to fin, is the ſure way. to the neiher- 
molt hell, | ; 
11, Itis not for theſe deſperate children of perdi- 
tion, that the preceding conſiderations are deſigned: } 
but fur thoſe who feel „the remembrance of our 
ſins is grievous unto us, the burden of them is in- 
tolerable,” We ſet before theſe an open door of 
hope: let them go in and give thanks unto the Lord. 
Let them know, that the Lord is gracious and mer-, 
ciful + long-ſuffering and of great goodneſs, Look how 
lig the heavens are from the earth ! So far will lie ſet 
their fins from them. He will not always be chiding 5 
neither keepeth he his anger for ever. Only ſettle it in 
your heart, © I will give all for all,“ and the of- 
fering ſhall be accepted, Give him all your heart ! 
Let all that is within you continually cry out, 
Thou art my God, and I will thank thee : thou art 
my God, and I will praiſe thee. This God is my 
God for ever and ever He ſhall be my guide even 1 
unto death, þ 


1 


Srico, May 20, 1778. 
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